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REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

December 8, 2015 
 

Dan Parr, Director of Education 
 
 
SUBJECT:  St. Clair Catholic Year of Mercy Plan 
 
PREPARED BY: Laura Callaghan, Superintendent of Education 

Margaret Palmer, System Chaplaincy Leader 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Pope Francis, in his latest Papal Bull entitled, Misericordiae Vultus, has declared 2016 a Jubilee 
Year of Mercy.  It will begin on December 8, 2015 and continue until November 20, 2016.   The 
official start will include the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  School 
Boards were encouraged by the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) to 
devise a plan that would help our schools to celebrate the Year of Mercy.  The authors of this 
report invited the Catholic Faith Advisory Committee (CFAC) to participate in creating the plan.  
A sub-committee began to prepare a plan and the CFAC committee as a whole was further 
advised at its last meeting.   
 
St. Clair Catholic District School Board Year of Mercy Plan: 

1)  All Chaplaincy and Curriculum Newsletters will: 
a. Link to the Vatican Year of Mercy website so people can read what the Pope is 

saying about mercy. 
b. Give suggestions on how to celebrate the various Jubilee dates. 
c. Communicate the key points of the SCCDSB Year of Mercy Plan and provide 

links to the resources needed to participate.   
 

2) During special liturgical seasons, classroom prayer resources will focus on three specific 
aspects of mercy.  Additionally, the morning prayers at schools will inform the staff and 
students about the Year of Mercy and include a thought for the day on how to live 
mercifully day to day in a practical way.  The themes for the various seasons are as 
follows:   

a. Advent will highlight the Panels of the Holy Door of Mercy which highlight 15 
expressions of God’s mercy (2 Advent Calendar resources have been distributed). 

b. Lent will highlight the Corporal Works of Mercy. 
c. Easter will highlight the Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

 
3) The adults of the system will be invited to reflect on mercy so they can better facilitate  

student learning: 
a. Resources have been made available to complement the Advent calendars.  
b. Staff retreats in Advent, Lent and Easter will follow a sacred supper format and 

they will have the same themes listed above in each of the respective liturgical 
seasons.  
 

4)  Student generated posters will be a key tool in educating our students on mercy: 
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a. There will be a poster contest in Advent.  One design for the Corporal Works of 
Mercy and one design for the Spiritual Works of Mercy will be chosen in 3 
separate age ranges (JK-Gr 4, Gr. 5-8 and Gr. 9-12); there will be 6 prizes in total.    

b. The posters will be reproduced as a focal point for classroom prayer 
tables/discussions. 

c. The Knights of Columbus are providing money for 6 pizza parties for the winners. 
The Catholic Women’s League groups in the area will be invited to help sponsor 
this as well.  The hope is to highlight the various Catholic service groups at the 
schools because their charitable works are an expression of mercy.    

 
5) The St. Clair Catholic Year of Mercy Plan will be communicated using many venues 

including school newsletters, parish bulletins, our website, Administrator Meetings, Faith 
Ambassador training days, CEC lobby TV, Chaplaincy Curriculum newsletters, and 
Deanery meetings among others. 
 

6) The OCSTA Catholic Education Week prayers will be used to focus on the Holy Doors 
of Mercy.    
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  St. Clair Catholic Year 
of Mercy Plan, for information. 


